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Bee orchid (Ophrys apifera)
The number of flowers per stem varies from 2 to more than 16. Mowing or grazing of stems before seed production usually results in more buds the following year. The leaves, which can persist until after flowering in June/July, appear above ground in September to January in England. Late December to early January is usually the easiest time to find Bee orchid plants as the leaves have a distinctive silvery green colour. Bee orchids normally produce one new tuber each year, if they do not become too dry during flowering. If they abort their flowers and set no seed it is a clear sign that it has been too dry and that they will not have formed significant replacement tubers. As flowering plants are much more susceptible to drought than non-flowering plants it is prudent to mow some each year in order to mimic natural grazing and ensure that all the plants do not die in a drought. When artificially raised from seed, it is possible for Bee orchids to reach flowering size in 2 years, in nature, with less than ideal conditions; it may take many years, depending upon water supply. The combination of lack of water during flowering and the shallow root system is probably responsible for the belief in England that Bee orchids are short-lived (or only flower once) and prone to disappear and reappear randomly. If they are watered during flowering when ever there is a drought they flower every year.
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