BEE ORCHIDS FOUND AT STOCKLEY PARK
	This is probably our best known and well-loved orchid.  There are five or six grey-green, strap-shaped basal leaves, often scorched at the tips by flowering  time, two stem leaves and long, leaf-like bracts.  The stem, 15-50cm tall, bears two to seven (rarely ten) flowers.  The flowers, which resemble a fat bumblebee, have three erect pink sepals, each marked with three green veins.
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	It grows in a wide range of habitat on chalk, clay and calcareous sand, in grassland, scrub, sand dunes, limestone pavement, roadside verges, abandoned quarries and industrial waste ground where weathering has produced a base-rich substrate.  Although most sites are well-drained, it can also flourish in damp areas.  It is an active coloniser, sometimes appearing in large numbers on newly graded and sown road margins.


